Adolph Knobloch
August 16, 1937 - February 23, 2019

Adolph Knobloch, age 81 of Algona, passed away on Saturday, February 23, 2019 at the
Kossuth Regional Health Center. Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, February
27, 2019 at 10:00 AM at the Apostolic Christian Church in West Bend. Burial will take
place at the Apostolic Cemetery in West Bend. Visitation will be held on Tuesday,
February 26, 2019 from 4:00 PM until 7:00 PM at Lentz Funeral Home in Algona.
Adolph Leroy Knobloch was born August 16, 1937 on the family farm near Alvord, Iowa,
the son of Dietrich and Julia (Koch) Knobloch. He attended school in Lester, Iowa. Upon
graduation he attended the Iowa State Teachers College, now known as University of
Northern Iowa receiving his Bachelor’s Degree in Math Education. He married Jean Ott on
August 7, 1960. He began his teaching career in Odebolt Arthur Community School where
he taught for 3 years. He spent the 1962-1963 school year at the Academic Year Institute
at Cedar Falls through a grant from the National Science Fund Completing his Master’s
Degree in Education.
In 1963 he joined the faculty in Algona Community Schools where he taught math. He was
involved in many school activities including AFS, class sponsor and chaperoned many
high school activities. He served many years as head scorer for wrestling, track and cross
country and as a softball umpire. After 33 years of teaching at Algona, he retired in 1996.
In his retirement, he taught for Buena Vista University.
When Ade wasn’t teaching, you could find him out working with his sheep. He was
involved with the Kossuth County Fair Sheep Department. His hobbies were taking care of
his animals, painting and gardening.
He is survived by his wife he wife of 58 years, Jean and three sons, Todd (wife Brenda)
Knobloch of Cresco, IA, Tedd (wife Kris) Knobloch of Durant, IA and Tadd (wife Kathi)
Knobloch of Hartley, IA; five grandchildren, Emelie Knobloch of Wichita, KS; Meredith
Knobloch of Durant, IA, Natalie Knobloch of Cresco, IA, Niklaus Knobloch of Cresco, IA
and Gracie Knobloch of Hartley, IA; a sister, Violet (husband Ray) Luthi of Pittsburg, KS;

two sisters-in-law, Phylis Knobloch of Peoria, IL and Vera Knobloch of Lester, IA and many
nieces, nephews and other extended family.
He is preceded in death by his parents, Dietrich and Julia Knobloch; six brothers, Ernest,
Albert, Dietrich, Benjamin, Earl and Wilbert (Willy); seven sisters, Julia Plattner, Emma
Knobloch, Elizabeth Barker, Lydia Moser, Paulina Knobloch, Emelie Knobloch and Wilma
Hoogeveen.

Events
FEB
26

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Lentz Funeral Home
403 E McGregor Street, Algona, IA, US, 50511

FEB
27

Visitation

09:00AM - 10:00AM

Apostolic Christian Church
1401 20th Ave, West Bend, IA, US, 50597

FEB
27

Funeral Service

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Apostolic Christian Church
1401 20th Ave, West Bend, IA, US, 50597

Comments

“

My condolences to the Knobloch family on their loss. God bless.

Ron Lane - March 01 at 11:24 PM

“

Jean and family, I am so sorry to learn of Ade's death. He always had that big smile
and so pleasant to be with. I remember sitting in my office at PhMIC and watching
him work with the sheep and then in the spring, letting those little lambs out to romp
and play. He will be missed by many. I am glad I knew him!

Jeanene Bang - March 01 at 12:43 PM

“

Jean, Todd, Tedd, & Tadd,
Extending you my deepest sympathies. Mr. Knobloch was one of my favorite
teachers at AHS. You will all be in my thoughts and prayers.
Sincerely,
Roberta (Engstrom) Durand

Roberta Engstrom Durand - February 27 at 10:37 PM

“

Ad always had a smile on his happy face. I enjoyed the years we were substitute
teachers at the same buildings. He could always put a smile on my face. My sons
enjoyed him as a teacher, too. Jean, l will keep you and your family in my thoughts
and prayers.
Sincerely, Julie and Lee Gunderson

Julie Gunderson - February 27 at 08:33 PM

“

I went to AHS as an AFS exchange student 1977-1978 and my host family, the
Haverlys introduced me to Mr Knobloch and his wife Jean. I shared with them many
moments as my family was friend of them. I am sorry to hear of his passing and not
been able to be with his family.A big hug to all and I will keep him in my heart.
America Soto (Chile)

America - February 27 at 07:15 PM

“

He was a good man. I’m sorry to hear of his passing.

Dale Z - February 27 at 04:26 PM

“

I never had the honor of knowing him but he sounds like a wonderful man who will be
missed by many friends and dear family. My thoughts and prayers are with you.

Mary Steinbeck - February 27 at 10:36 AM

“

Jean & family May your loved one forever live on in the memory of your heart. Words
are never enough at a time like this, but know caring thoughts are with you. What a
patient and kind person and was a great teacher. Mary (Anliker) Melick

Mary Melick - February 27 at 09:15 AM

“

Mr K was one of my favorite teachers! So sorry to hear of his passing. Mrs K, Todd
and family so sorry for your loss!

Lisa (Stevens) Bormann - February 26 at 11:07 PM

“

I'll remember "Ad" as being interesting to talk to, and always up for a laugh. Alot of
times if you really listen you could learn something from him too. We'll miss seeing
him in church, but we know he's in a wonderful new home. Judy Schmidt

Judy Schmidt - February 26 at 01:58 PM

“

Our sympathy to you and your family Jean. Always enjoyed Ade as a teacher. He
was witty and always smiling. May God bring your family strength in this difficult time.
Prayers for you all!

Sue & Pat Murphy - February 26 at 01:45 PM

“

What an interesting person Ade was. We connected in Algona when I learned that
his first teaching job was at Odebolt, my home town. I would have been in early
grade school when he taught there. He described the downtown above a store
apartment that he rented. I recall going to an apartment there with my parents to see
a friends' first baby. Adolph remembered the new baby in the neighboring apartment,
but not the awkward kid that came for a visit.
Don Etler

Don Etler - February 26 at 10:15 AM

“

Jean, sons and family, thinking of you in your loss. Ade was a kind, helpful and
humorous gentleman. I enjoyed seeing him out for coffee and reminiscing. May God
comfort in the memories.

Kris Williams - February 26 at 09:15 AM

“

Jean and family, you have my sympathy. I always enjoyed seeing you and Ade when
we would come out to Lester and stay with Aunt Helen and Uncle Willy. I pray that
you will be comforted by all your memories.

Denise Schambach Eppel - February 25 at 11:30 PM

“

Jean - and family. Thoughts and prayers to you and your family. It's hard, but know
that Ade is in a better place. Always enjoyed visiting with you and Ade when we met
up in Lester.

Annette Schambach - February 25 at 09:53 PM

“

My condolences to the family. One of the best teachers I had and one that I know
touched so very many students at Algona over his 33 years of teaching.

Bob Schoby - February 25 at 08:52 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the Knobloch family. I always enjoyed talking with Adolf. He
had a wonderful personality. May God comfort you during this time of sorrow. He will
be missed.

Bill Fehr
Chandler, AZ
Bill Fehr - February 25 at 08:47 PM

“

He was one of my favorite teachers at AHS! Thoughts and prayers to the family.

Shelia (Bristow) Reed - February 25 at 08:09 PM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of Adolph Knobloch.

February 25 at 04:48 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Adolph Knobloch.

February 25 at 03:18 PM

“

Jean and family
We were saddened to hear of Adolph's passing. I remember him well as a great
teacher, and even better human being. He always spoke the truth, in love, kindness,
and with a healthy dose of humor!
Carl and Moni Westling

Moni Westling - February 25 at 02:12 PM

“

Jean and family: I was saddened to hear of Adolph's passing. He was always
wonderful with our boys - whether at school or at Julie Reed's daycare. Such a sweet
man!

Kris Laubenthal - February 25 at 01:44 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Adolph Knobloch.

February 25 at 11:36 AM

“

Ade was such an "upbeat" person that it was always fun to have an opportunity to
converse with him. Condolances to his family and to his nephew, Sam Moser and his
family.
Ron Banwart

Ron Banwart - February 25 at 08:58 AM

“

Great teacher, great neighbor, great man - with a dry sense of humor and a warm
smile. He make everything he touched better and brighter.

Sheila Banning - February 25 at 12:23 AM

“

Mr. Knobloch was by far one of the best teachers I ever had. The things he taught
me in his class, I still use more than 40 years later in my daily tasks at work! He
didn't ever get noticeably upset with his students even when it would have been
justified! I know this first hand. Prayers to his family. He will be missed by many.

Sara Clapsaddle-Andersen - February 24 at 11:35 PM

“

Mr Knobloch was a very well respected & admired teacher. My sympathies to the
family. God’s blessing to each of you. Debbie Sabin Mayland

Debbie - February 24 at 06:07 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Mr. Knobloch's passing. He was an incredible teacher and
advocate for others.

Gail Carroll - February 24 at 03:33 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. I remember him as a great teacher. He could get you to try
when you were too much of a teenager to listen. He helped you learn when you were
willing to at least try. He showed way more respect to me than I ever deserved celebrated the successes with me and encouraged me all the time.

Paul Wichtendahl - February 24 at 01:53 PM

“

I’m very sorry to hear of Ade’s death. He was a great man who always made time for
us and cared about us as kids. My thoughts and prayers are with the entire family.
Wishing you all peace and comfort during this time. Sincerely, Joel

Joel Dwire - February 24 at 10:42 AM

“

Back in the day I had Mr. Knobloch for a teacher and a very good one at that. I'm so
sorry for your loss sending prayers of comfort for all the family. Also sending hugs for
each of the family as well.

William Steven - February 23 at 06:53 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear of Ade's passing. He was a very memorable teacher with
the patience of a saint! His kindness and demeanor helped shape who I am today.
My prayers go out to his family.

Kristy Allison - February 23 at 04:12 PM

