Dwight Decker
February 12, 1937 - April 21, 2013

Dwight Decker, age 76, of Algona, died on Sunday April 21, 2013 at the Algona Good
Samaritan Care Center. Funeral services will be 10:30 AM Thursday at the First United
Methodist Church in Algona, with Rev. Karen Dearchs officiating. Burial will be in East
Lawn Cemetery. Visitation will be 4 – 7 pm Wednesday at Lentz Funeral Home in Algona.
Dwight Harlan Decker, the son of William and Hazel (Spurgeon) Decker, was born on
February 12, 1937 in Algona. On July 10, 1960 he was united in marriage with Judy
Alexander in Swea City, Iowa at the Open Bible Church. Dwight had worked at Pioneer as
a supervisor. He was a member of the First United Methodist Church. When he was
young, Dwight enjoyed roller-skating, softball, arm and leg wrestling, pool and a mean
game of checkers. He loved playing cards, fishing, camping and hunting. He also loved to
tease. One of his favorite ways was to take kids snipe hunting. For years he enjoyed going
to Elbow Lake, Minnesota with family and friends, catching fish while boating. He also
enjoyed a good Western Movie and the Stock Market. Dwight loved reunions and
gathering with children, grandchildren and family most of all.
Left to cherish Dwight’s memory is his wife of 52 years, Judy Decker; his children, Robbie
(Barb) Decker and their children, Jamie (Chad) Stoulil, Jesse and Justin, Todd (Teresa)
Decker and step children, Heather (Mike) Francis, Brent (Tara) Gast and Ashley (Chris)
Hejlik, Troy (Megan) Decker and their children, Katy, Mason, Tyler and Morgan all from
Algona, and Angela (Nate) Stewart and their children, Mary, Lily and Charlie from Dike;
great grandchildren, Sam, Evan and Kami Stoulil; step great grandchildren, Brooklyn,
Bailey and Brielle Francis, Logan Gast and Natalie Hejlik; a brother, Walt (June) Decker of
Florida; sister-in-laws, Patricia Decker and Iris Decker; and an aunt, Katherine Spurgeon.
He was preceded in death by his parents; siblings, William, Harold, and Howard Decker
and a sister Sharon Christianson; a great grandson, Lucas Stoulil; sister-in-laws, Yvonne
Decker and Ruth Decker; and a nephew; Nick Decker.
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Comments

“

I remember at my grandpa Howard's 80th birthday party Dwight told me and my
cousin Grady to go snipe hunting by the pool. After an hour we stopped searching
and he asked if we found any. I said no and he started laughing. I asked if they were
real and he said no. He was a great man just like Howard.
-Tyler M. Decker

Tyler Decker - May 01, 2017 at 01:48 PM

“

Judy, and family. I was saddened to hear of Dwights passing. Loved that when I was
back for my 50th class reunion, you and Dwight came to Sister Sarah's to see me!
Enjoyed visiting your lovely home while there too. My heart and prayers are with you,
as I know how difficult this is, Much love and hugs.
Shirley Lowman Siggers

Shirley Lowman siggers - April 23, 2013 at 11:56 PM

“

Judy, we are so sorry for your loss of Dwight. Our thoughts and prayers go out to you
and your family. Terry and I were talking the other night about all the roller skating
days. Prayers are with you

Terry and Marie Cook - April 23, 2013 at 04:52 PM

“

Judy and family,sorry to hear of Dwights passing,we all know he is with the Lord now
and you will have many memories of him to keep in your hearts.It was always good
working with him.You all are in my thoughts and prayers.

Tom Erpelding - April 23, 2013 at 04:28 PM

“

Vicky (Decker) Maciaszek lit a candle in memory of Dwight Decker

Vicky (Decker) Maciaszek - April 23, 2013 at 02:24 PM

“

The opening to the 3rd chapter of my book.
Before I continue, I must address some heartbreaking news. As I was beginning to
write this chapter, at 7:43pm, I received a telephone call. It was my brother-in-law,
Mark. He informed me that today, April 21st, 2013, at around 7pm, CST…exactly 8
weeks to the day after the passing of my father, his brother, my uncle Dwight, passed
away. Grief has struck this family twice now in 2013, taking from us 2 of the pillars of
its foundation. Dwight was a great man, raising 4 children, Todd, Troy, Robbie and
Angela. He was a classy man…a very successful man…and a loving man. As were
all the Decker boys. I have met all of my uncles before, Dwight, Harold, who passed
some years back, and Walt…but there was something different about Dwight. He
was soooo much like my dad. All 4 boys were quite similar…but Dwight and dad…
that was something unexplainable. I think it was the eyes. I visited my Uncle Dwight
and Aunt Judy back in August of 2011, when I volunteered to work for Ron Pauls’
presidential campaign at the Ames Straw poll in Ames Iowa. I spent 4 days with
them…they showed me around my families’ hometown of Algona. He told me stories
of things they had done as we passed the places where they had taken place. For
some reason, those Decker boys’…well, they could tell a story. And when they did,
you would listen. You could almost feel their memories as you watched their eyes
when they spoke…almost as they were transported right back to that specific
moment in time…re-living it right before your very eyes. I listened to every story he
told me with such awe and humility. Hearing the stories of growing up during the
great depression…it brought great honor to me to know this mans’ blood was a part
of me as well. He is one of the last bonds my generation of this family had to his
generation. Listening to him speak…watching his eyes…it was so eerie to me as I
did so, I was reminded so much of my father Howard. It gave me the chills. Every
time. The picture attached is from the story that is about to follow. One day while I
was there, Dwight and Judy decided to take me someplace special. Someplace I had
never been to before. It was on the outskirts of town. It was a driveway. A driveway to
a field. But it wasn’t just any field. It was a property…a property where the Decker
Family would be established and born and raised. It was the entrance to everything
my father taught us, and his siblings, including Dwight, had taught their children as
well. To my family...to the Decker family…this is home. He showed me where
everything was…the house, the barn, the pasture…I could almost envision it as he
described it in such detail. Every hair on my arms were standing as he explained the
early history of my family to me…which is something I will forever cherish. And
tonight, my uncle Dwight, the man who took me to that very spot on that very day,
went back home. He is with my father now…and his Mother and Father, my
grandparents William and Hazel. And his Sister Sharon, who was killed in a tragic car
accident 40 years ago. And his brother Harold. And so many more members of this
storied and amazing family of mine. But, alas, such is the circle of life. We live to die.
All we can do is leave our legacy imbedded in the hearts and minds of those we
cherish the most, and those who cherish us. Now, it becomes the mission of those
they have left behind to continue the legacies these most honorable of men
bestowed upon us, their children. May my family find some peace and serenity in this
time of great sadness, our families’ time of mourning...and I hope they know my
heart, thoughts and prayers are with each and every one of them. Maybe one day
another farmstead will grace that lot my uncle took me to on that sunny, warm,
August Iowa day...but that land...it’s where we all came from. And it was an honor to

listen to my Uncle Dwight tell those stories you could see he kept close to his heart.
Rest in peace, Uncle Dwight. Give my Dad a hug for me. I love you. I miss you. I will
see you again. Even if it is only in

D Decker - April 23, 2013 at 02:06 PM

“

2 files added to the album New Album Name

Jamie Decker Stoulil - April 23, 2013 at 01:59 PM

“

Judy and family, I am very sorry to hear about Dwight's passing. I remember him
when I was younger. If my memory serves me I think he was at the roller skating rink
when we were there. You are in my thoughts and prayers. Deb Hansen Andringa

Deb Hansen Andringa - April 23, 2013 at 10:00 AM

“

Judy and family, we're very sorry to hear of Dwight's passing. You are all in our
thoughts and prayers. Merlin and Kim Eischeid

Merlin and Kim Eischeid - April 22, 2013 at 05:27 PM

“

The Young's lit a candle in memory of Dwight Decker

The Young's - April 22, 2013 at 04:41 PM

“

Teleflora's Sacred Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dwight Decker.

April 22, 2013 at 04:33 PM

“

My condolences to Judy and family. You are in my thoughts and prayers. Dave
Lowman

Dave Lowman - April 22, 2013 at 05:10 AM

