Elaine Shackelford
July 7, 1936 - April 12, 2020

Elaine (Dodds) Shackelford, 83, of Algona, IA, passed away on Sunday, April 12, 2020, at
the home of her daughter in St. Joseph, IA, following a yearlong struggle with illness.
Elaine, the daughter of Homer and Lula (Hintz) Dodds, was born on July 7, 1936, in
Algona, IA. Her parents farmed near Lone Rock. She was baptized at Trinity Lutheran
Church, but later became a member of the First United Methodist Church. She attended
country school and Algona High School.
On August 25, 1953, Elaine married John Paul Albright at the Riverside Lutheran Church
in Sioux City, IA, becoming a military wife for the next twelve years, stationed in Texas,
Georgia, New Jersey and Germany. Together they had four daughters: Lore, Erin, Portlind
and Charmaine.
On August 15, 1969, Elaine was united in marriage to Truman D. Shackelford at the First
United Methodist Church in Algona, where they made their home together for the next fifty
years. Together they owned and operated Shackelford Floor Service.
Elaine loved working. Over the years she was employed at several businesses, including
Charlie’s Supper Club, Kum & Go and Hy-Vee. She was especially proud of the fact that
she was still working at age 82. Some of her favorite people were those she met while
working at her various jobs.
Elaine enjoyed gardening, watching old westerns, sitting in the sun, collecting gnomes,
going to garage sales, listening to music, reading and quilting. She always enjoyed having
her family gathered together, especially at Christmas. Her grandchildren will always
remember her endless supply of Oreo cookies.
Elaine is survived by her husband Truman D. Shackelford of Algona; daughters Lore
Kabrick of St. Joseph; Erin Buscher and husband Bruce of Iowa City; Portlind Bjustrom
and husband Dave of Whittemore; Charmaine Reyes and husband Jeff of Algona;

grandchildren Zane Kabrick, Corinne (Buscher) Davis, Lorel (Buscher) Stark, Dylan Van
Oosbree, Tessa (Van Oosbree) Simpson, Michael Van Oosbree, Jordan (Bjustrom) Kraft,
and fourteen great-grandchildren. She is also survived by a brother-in-law, Maynard
Shackelford, six nephews and a niece.
She was preceded in death by her parents Homer and Lula Dodds, her brother Robert
Dodds and her great-grandchildren, Joseph Christopher Kabrick and Sara Michelle Davis.
A private family gathering will be held for Elaine in Union Township Cemetery. Those
wishing to make a memorial contribution are asked to direct it to nokidhungry.org.
Her family appreciates the compassionate care Elaine received from Kossuth Regional
Health Center, Algona Manor Care Center, KRHC Community Health, and Hospice of the
Heartland.

Comments

“

Our deepest sympathy to Truman and all the family in your loss. I have fond
memories of being at your home as a little girl. Thinking of you all.
Rita (Nichols) & Ron Becker

Rita - April 30 at 05:37 PM

“

“

Thank you Rita. We grew up in a good neighborhood with good parents.
portlind bjustrom - May 07 at 12:02 AM

I am holding you all close to my heart. "Grandma Shack" was such a strong tough
woman. I became aware of her when I was in 5th grade - a woman with 4 daughters.
And what fine women they have turned out to be! For a long time I have been
inspired by her strength, her love of family and her intentionality in learning new
things (something new to focus on every year). Good bye Elaine. I salute you and
your legacy. And I want to be like you.

Jamie Christie Christensen - April 22 at 11:00 PM

“
“

“

Thank you, Jamie. Such kind words.
Lore - April 23 at 11:53 AM

Thank you Jamie! Your words would please her. She was not one to toot her own horn.
Portlind Bjustrom - April 24 at 09:01 PM

For the light that Elaine always was… With sympathy, Elaine's cousins, Leslie and
Nancy Rusher and Linda (nee Rusher) Quinlan.

Linda Quinlan - April 20 at 06:55 PM

“

Thank you for remembering mom with such kind words.
Portlind Bjustrom - April 22 at 11:55 PM

“

“

Thank you, Linda.
Lore - April 23 at 11:55 AM

Linda Quinlan lit a candle in memory of Elaine Shackelford

Linda Quinlan - April 20 at 06:22 PM

“

Charleen Mehan lit a candle in memory of Elaine Shackelford

charleen mehan - April 19 at 09:57 AM

“

Deepest Sympathy to Truman, Erin, Portland,Tom Harms and all of the family with
the Loss of Elaine!!
Keeping you all in our thoughts and prayers!!
The SEWICKS,Randy, Lori and Family

RANDY SEWICK - April 18 at 01:38 PM

“

Thank you for your kind words
Portlind Bjustrom - April 21 at 08:49 AM

“

For my GiGi who love Cardinals. Love, Nora

Corinne Davis - April 17 at 09:51 PM

“

Great Grandma would often tell me what a good artist you are, Nora. She was proud of
you!
Portlind Bjustrom - April 24 at 09:06 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Lentz Funeral Home - April 15 at 12:08 PM

“

10 files added to the album Memories Album

Lentz Funeral Home - April 15 at 08:41 AM

“

Our sympathy to you and your family Truman. My memories go back 50 some years
ago when I also worked at Charlies with Elaine, but then also you guys were friends
with my folks. I haven't seen her for so many years, but I thought she was one super
nice lady. God Bless

Red and Pam Frankl - April 14 at 03:41 PM

“

“

Thank you for your kind thoughts.
Portlind Bjustrom - April 16 at 09:28 PM

Portlind, I am so very sorry for your loss. You will be in my thoughts and prayers.

Roberta EngstromDurand - April 14 at 02:01 PM

“

“

Thank you for your prayers.
Portlind Bjustrom - April 16 at 09:30 PM

So sorry for the loss of your Mom. May God wrap his arms around you Lore and give
you peace

Debbie Sabin Mayland - April 14 at 01:57 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Portlind Bjustrom - April 14 at 10:43 AM

“

I have so many fond memories of Elaine and her family. I would walk over to the
house in the morning before work, and she would always have a cup of coffee ready
for me before Truman and I would set off to work. Please accept my condolences
and let Shack know how special he is to me. He is one of the heroes of my youth and
a great role model.

Robert Nichols - April 13 at 12:30 PM

“

Thank you for your kind words. Goodness Bob that was so long ago. Where does the time
go?My parents both enjoyed you. I’m pretty sure you made sure the work day was anything
but boring.
Portlind Bjustrom - April 14 at 11:08 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear this. My mother, Pat, passed away April 2nd. Her and Elaine
worked together at Charlie's. I'm sure they're chatting about the good ol days. Many
prayers and blessings to you.

Gina Jorgenson - April 13 at 11:33 AM

“

My sympathy to you as well Gina. I didn’t know they worked together! That must’ve been
quite the crew!
Portlind Bjustrom - April 14 at 11:06 AM

“

I am so sad to hear about Elaine. My deepest sympathy to all of her family. I got to
know where when we built Garden's Gate next to the flooring store. She was such a
vibrant woman who dearly loved her flowers. It was always a pleasure to see her in
the spring and wherever else I would bump into her. May God give you strength,
peace and comfort in your loss.

Twylla Baker - April 13 at 10:37 AM

“

Thank you. Mom loved her flowers and I have lots of memories of her in your greenhouses
debating how best to spend her gift certificates. She especially loved the lilies
Portlind Bjustrom - April 14 at 11:04 AM

“

We are thinking about your family as you mourn during this most difficult time. Sending
hugs and condolences. Ken and Jan Andrews.
Jan Andrews - April 14 at 02:15 PM

“

Sincere condolences from our Mullins family to all of you and the extended families -Shack,
Lore, Erin, Portlind & Charmaine! Elaine was such a spirited and fun-loving woman,
passionate about many things but most of all she loved her family. Your love and support to
Elaine this past year has been exemplary. We will hold you in our prayers as you mourn her
passing. God Bless!
Sue & Sam Mullins & family - April 15 at 06:11 PM

“

Our sympathies to the entire family at this difficult time. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you. Greg and Dee Stewart
Greg Stewart - April 18 at 10:11 AM

“

Your Mom and Truman were a super special couple that my Mom consider friends of hers. I
think heaven has beautiful flowers for my Mom and your Mom to enjoy while discussing us
girls. May God give you girls the strength to get through this difficult time. Hugs Lore as I’m

thinking of you.
charleen mehan - April 19 at 10:50 AM

