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West Bend...
Frank L. Mader, the son of Franz Xavior and Lillian (Hagen) Mader, was born April 3,
1928 in Dedham, Iowa.
Frank's life began in the humblest way possible. He was the youngest of six siblings and
lost his father when he was only 16 days old. Due to the Great Depression and hard
times, the family was split up. Being an infant, he was allowed to stay with his mother,
living at the county home near Carroll, Iowa. Frank received his education in Dedham and
Willey, Iowa. Occasionally he was able to reconnect with his four brothers and sister to
maintain a solid family relationship.
At the age of 14, Frank was taken in by a farmer and worked as a farm hand near Willey.
The work was hard and the days were long, but he learned about agriculture, first hand in
the hills of Carroll County. While there, he met the love of his life, the neighbor's hired
girl, Doris Steffes. They were married in 1950 at Holy Angels Catholic Church in Roselle,
Iowa, and began their life together. While continuing to work as a farm hand, they started
a family, living in the town of Willey.
In 1957, Frank had the opportunity to make the dream of having his own farm a reality.
He moved with Doris and their four children to the farm they purchased near West Bend,
Iowa. He was thrilled to farm the rich, flat soil of Palo Alto County. A large part of his
success was due to the fact that he could fix any piece of farm equipment and was a
skilled carpenter. Frank and Doris grew their family to 11 children and raised them on that
farm until their retirement in 1993.
As a dad, Frank taught his children how to work, play and introduced them to the joy of
black licorice. He gave his children a strong work ethic and passed on the "fix it" gene,

encouraging all of his children to be self sufficient. He was a mechanical genius and
shared his skills, a pliers and pocketknife always at hand. Above all, he stood by his faith
like a pillar and passed that deep faith onto his children.
In retirement, Frank relished his free time, spending much of it with his children and
grandchildren. He was very generous with his time and enjoyed helping people, whether it
be a welding project or tilling a neighbor's garden. He liked to go fishing and rode the
party bus at family weddings. Frank spent many winter evenings cracking pecans and
walnuts. He looked forward to giving bags of them away to family, friends and neighbors.
He was a master popcorn maker, using a simple stove top pan. Often times, his visitors
were treated to a fresh pan of hot buttered popcorn.
He had a special ability to build relationships with everyone, young and old. He was a true
“People Collector.” There was a new friend in everyone he met. Frank's life was a
blessing. His memory is a treasure. He is loved beyond measure and he will be missed
by all of us.
Survivors include his children: David (Joyce) of Cedar Falls, IA, Bill (Michelle) of Fort
Dodge, IA, Marlene (Tom) Sievers of Storm Lake, IA, Milly (Pat) Madsen of West Bend, IA,
Thomas (Christy) of West Bend, IA, Richard (Julie) of Mt. Vernon, IN, Jane Kassel of
Phoenix, AZ, Ron (Mary) of Mallard, IA, Ann (Matt) Wittrock of Humboldt, IA, and Donna
(Perry) Brown of Belmond, IA, son-in-law Michael Kohlhaas (Mary) of West Bend, IA; 39
grandchildren, 31 great grandchildren and his brother John of Dallas, Texas. He was
preceded in death by his parents, wife Doris in 2009, daughter Diane Kohlhaas,
granddaughter Rebecca, great granddaughter Amara and his siblings: Augie, Paul,
George and Frances.
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C(

I remember your dad picking us up promptly at 7am every morning for school, he
always had a smile and so very friendly. Thoughts and prayers to the Mader
Family! Your dad was a wonderful and thoughtful man!
Cheryl O’Roake (Yoch) - December 08, 2020 at 12:00 AM

GM

Rose and I are saddened by Frank's passing and offer you and your families our
condolences.I always knew that anytime Frankie was at a Mader gathering, there
was bound to be a lot of fun. The stories, the infectious laughter, the broad
smiles. This is what I will remember of Frankie.I am struck by the thought that
Frank has now met his father for the first time. Certainly, our grandfather held
Frank during the two weeks that their lives here on earth overlapped, but the
thought that now the two of them are together is heartwarming.May your days of
sorrow be replaced with only the fond memories of your father as a loving,
honorable man who started with nothing and leaves a legacy in you of a life well
lived.
Greg Mader - November 21, 2020 at 12:00 AM

AN

Deepest sympathy to the Mader family members as heaven gains an angel.
Heaven’s gain is a void that can only be filled with the good memories of your
father. He and your mother leave you each with a wonderful legacy of love and
faith to continue. Repeated sympathy to all.
Anne Marie and Dick Nelson - November 21, 2020 at 12:00 AM

WW

To all the Mader family, our sincere condolences on the loss of your father,
Grandfather So glad we had the opportunity to meet him.
Wally and Brenda Walstrom - November 20, 2020 at 12:00 AM

BP

We lost a wonderful man---my Great Uncle Frank Mader. He was my Grandpa
Paul's youngest brother. Frankie was the absolute nicest person ever. He loved
having a conversation with other, he took his faith very seriously, you would see
him at almost any big family gathering and he was just a fun person to be around.
At our last family reunion, I had recently broken my ankle. Ben, my husband,
decided that we needed to rent a scooter, so I could move around at the family
reunion in Iowa. Somehow Frankie & I got talking. We decided we needed to
have a scooter race. I didn't go back to Minnesota until we got that scooter race
in. It was so much fun!!! Heaven gained an amazing Angel. Rest in Peace.
Brenda (Taylor) Petersen
Brenda Petersen - November 20, 2020 at 12:00 AM

KB

So sorry for your loss. I will miss his beautiful smile and laugh. Thinking of all of
you.
Kari Brace - November 20, 2020 at 12:00 AM

PM

"Tops," was the word our dad, George, used to describe Frank as to his
mechanical ability, but it could apply to the person as well.
Packy Mader - November 20, 2020 at 12:00 AM

FW

My sincere condolences to all the Mader family. Frank was certainly not flashy on
the outside, but he was a tremendously talented and self-sufficient man, with a
strong faith and a huge heart. I feel lucky that I had the opportunity to grow up
with the Mader clan as our neighbors. A good, down to earth family -- Frank and
Doris raised their 11 kids to reflect their own enviable values -- they treated others
with kindness and respect, dealt fairly and honestly with those around them, and
took responsibility for their own lives and happiness. There was a lot of love in
that home, and you knew you could always rely on the Maders if you got in a
pinch. God blessed Frank in this life, but he also blessed us by putting Frank in
our lives. Peace be with you, my friend.
Fred Wirtz - November 20, 2020 at 12:00 AM

CS

Our prayers and sympathy to the Mader family! Was blessed to meet him last
summer with Michelle and immediately felt his acceptance, humor, and faith!
What a blessing!!!
Candi Streit - November 19, 2020 at 12:00 AM

LB

Such a good man. He and Doris were wonderful partners and great neighbors. I
am glad I knew your father, he made the world a better place.
Linda Burns - November 19, 2020 at 12:00 AM

GR

My deepest sympathy and heartfelt condolences go out to the Mader family for
the loss of their Dad. Frank was such a great guy and always wore a smile on his
face. He will be missed by many.
Glenda Rasmussen - November 19, 2020 at 12:00 AM



Dave & Joyce.. So very sorry about the passing if Dave's dad. Your family will be
in our thoughts & prayers Rick & Donna Barta
November 19, 2020 at 12:00 AM

CC

Bill I want to give you my sympathies on the loss of your Dad. He always seemed
like a nice hardworking man. Christa Christensen (Prentice). Sympathy to all the
Mader kids.
Christa Christensen - November 18, 2020 at 12:00 AM

