Irvin Kenne
December 11, 1928 - May 28, 2020

Irvin J. Kenne, 91, of Mason City, Iowa, formerly of Algona, Iowa, died Thursday, May 28,
2020, at IOOF Home in Mason City, Iowa. A private family Mass of Christian Burial will be
held at 10:30 AM on Tuesday, June 2nd at St.Cecelia Catholic Church in Algona with Rev.
Ed Girres celebrating. Mass will be livestreamed on the Five Saints Catholic Community
YouTube page: http://www.youtube.com/user/stceceliaalgona. Burial will take place followi
ng the Mass at Calvary Cemetery in Algona with Military Rites conducted by the Iowa Nati
onal Guard Honor Detail. Graveside services will be livestreamed on the Lentz Funeral Ho
me Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Lentz-Funeral-Home-122511234501273/. V
isitation will be held on Monday from 4:00 – 6:00 PM at Lentz Funeral Home. Due to the C
OVID-19 Pandemic, social distancing practices will be followed.
Irvin, son of Roy and Lena (Von Bank) Kenne, was born on December 11, 1928, on a farm
near West Bend, Iowa. He attended rural country schools through the eighth grade. Irvin
married Alvina Freilinger on June 3, 1953, and together they farmed near West Bend, Iow
a until moving to Algona. Alvina preceded him in death on October 11, 2015.
Irvin’s life centered around family, farming and faith. He enjoyed spending time with his chil
dren and grandchildren whether it was hunting, fishing during summer Kenne camp or gett
ing together for holiday meals and family fun. Alvina and he enjoyed traveling, bus trips an
d visiting family and friends. Farming was a way of life for him. He began his farming caree
r with teams of horses on his parents’ farm and ended it driving GPS guided tractors. Irvin
was a faith filled member of his parish, volunteering to help at funeral dinners, church activ
ities and with the men’s group. He also served in the US Army during the Korean Conflict f
rom 1951-1953 and had the opportunity to go on an Honor Flight to Washington DC. Irvin
was a member of the Algona American Legion.
Survivors include his children, Diane (Kevin) Casey, of Cuba City, Wisconsin, Donna (Ron)
Fuchsen, of Marshalltown, Iowa, Dale (Lynnette) Kenne, of Coralville, Iowa, Doris (Tom) J
unck, of Sioux City, Iowa, Danette (Patrick) Benoit, of Urbandale, Iowa, and Darlene (Joe)
Behr, of Mason City, Iowa; 14 grandchildren, Kelly Maersch, Chris and Sean Casey, Kristin

Drabek and Jeremy Watts, Kurtis and Kimberly Kenne, Amanda Kellen and Emily Ehlers,
Rebekah Benoit, and Abbey Molitor, Dan Behr, Meredith Petersen and Shannon Behr; and
fifteen great-grandchildren, Delaney Maersch, Connor, Chloe, Colton and Callie Casey, Br
ooke and Maxwell Drabek, Addysen, Kaylee and Easton Kellen, Theo and August Molitor,
and Abel, Lyla and Gavin Behr.
He was preceded in death by a brother, Marvin (Sharon) Kenne; a son-in-law, Kip Watts; a
nd a granddaughter, Kathleen Casey.
In lieu of flowers an Irvin J. Kenne Memorial Fund has been established.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Lentz Funeral Home - June 01, 2020 at 12:58 PM

“

A beautiful man with a beautiful heart. And what a legacy he left - we can see Irvin in all of
his children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Mary KIrk - June 02, 2020 at 11:14 AM

“

“

very nice tribute
Mark - October 29, 2020 at 05:31 PM

Kenne Family. Such a beautiful send off for you dad. Although we couldn't share with
you there, we did livestream the Mass and burial . Your family were great neighbors
and friends over the year. So blessed to have known your folks and all of you kids.
God Bless. Cyril and Darlene

Cyril and Darlene - June 02, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with eaters are with the Kenne family today as they
celebrate the life of their Dad or Grandfather. Irvin (though I only called him Mr.
Kenne) was such a friendly man who always took the time to visit with how I was
doing when our paths crossed...a touching gesture in a world where many are selfabsorbed. Irvin was a candle of acceptance and friendliness... and a smile that spoke
volumes!!! Eternal peace and a watchful eye from above

Tim Casey - June 02, 2020 at 09:40 AM

“

Kenne family, we are so sorry for your loss and wish we could be there for the hugs
and memories, but due to Covid 19, that will have to wait for a later date. Please
know that you are in our thoughts and prayers. He was such a kind man and we
always had so much fun with all of you!!! He's up dancing with Alvina and will be
keeping an eye on all of you. Hugs and prayers to you all!!! Bill and Karlene (Kenne)
Wiemers

Karlene Wiemers - June 01, 2020 at 12:19 PM

“

Kenne family. I met your folks when we became your neighbors 51 years ago. We
just moved to the neighborhood, and as we were moving in, stopped and lined up a
babysitter, one of many times over the years. Your parents were such great people.
Life long friends from then on. Worked with both of them at activities at St Michaels
and at funeral dinners at St. Cecelia's.
You all have to have such great memories of their love for each of you.
May Irvin rest in peace with your mom, (Albina) as our Sara would call her) . Prayers.

Cyril and Darlene Thilges - June 01, 2020 at 10:35 AM

“

Mary Hartman lit a candle in memory of Irvin Kenne

Mary Hartman - May 31, 2020 at 05:22 PM

“

Irv and Alvina were great friends with my parents, Howard and Bea Miller. They
cherished their friendship. Thoughts and prayers to the family. I know Irv will be
missed by all who knew him.

Barb Miller - May 31, 2020 at 11:15 AM

“

Kenne family: So many, many fond memories of your Dad. He was such a great man.
I will never forget all the memories of walking beans, baling hay, and hanging as
neighbors. He was a kind and caring man and always looked at your family as a
caring,
Christian family, who always wore smiles on your faces. May Irv rest in peace and
may your family find comfort during this difficult time.

Pat & Sue Murphy - May 31, 2020 at 09:43 AM

“

My heart is heavy with sadness due to the loss of such a great, loving, caring man. I
pray for all his family to find peace, knowing of such a great life he lived. His family
always meant so much to him. I am sure Irv and Alvina now dance in God’s grace.
Physically gone but forever alive in all the hearts he touch.

Nick and Martha - May 30, 2020 at 08:58 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family. So many fun memories for us Bud VonBank kids
and the Irv Kenne kids as not only cousins but also as farm neighbors many years
ago! My love to you all. Sandy Patterson

Sandy Patterson - May 30, 2020 at 07:46 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to the Irvin Kenne family. I will always remember the hunting trips
around the family farm and gatherings with great food, drink and socializing. We will
keep you all in our thoughts and prayers. God Bless!
Kris Kenne family.

Kris J Kenne - May 30, 2020 at 07:08 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Irvin Kenne.

May 30, 2020 at 04:25 PM

“

Prayers for the family and the soul of Irvin Kenne

Anne kollasch - May 30, 2020 at 02:39 PM

“

My sincere sympathies to the Kenne family on the loss of your beloved Dad and
grandfather. He always had a genuine smile on his face. May your memories give
you strength in the days and years to come. God Bless.

Linda K Farrell, Whittemore - May 29, 2020 at 10:43 PM

“

Mark J VonBank lit a candle in memory of Irvin Kenne

Mark J VonBank - May 29, 2020 at 05:22 PM

“

Mark VonBank lit a candle in memory of Irvin Kenne

Mark VonBank - May 29, 2020 at 02:43 PM

