Larry Torkelson
March 20, 1951 - January 15, 2020

Larry Torkelson, age 68 of Dakota City, passed away on January 15, 2020 at the Paula J.
Baber Hospice House in Fort Dodge, Iowa. The family has honored Larry's wishes to have
his body donated to the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine. A Celebration of
Life will be held on Saturday, January 25, 2020 at 11:00 AM at Faith United Methodist
Church in Humboldt with Pastor Leila Disburg officiating. Visitation will be held at 9:00 AM
until the time of the service on Saturday at Faith United Methodist Church in Humboldt.
Lentz Funeral Home Humboldt is serving the family. www.lentzfuneralhome.com
Lawrence Dean Torkelson was born on March 20, 1951, the son of John and Delia
(Chapman) Torkelson. Due to family circumstances, from the age of nine, Larry was raised
by his paternal grandparents, Joe and Sophie Torkelson, in Livermore, IA. His aunt and
uncle, Harold and Lois (Torkelson) Johnson were also instrumental in his upbringing. Larry
was baptized into the Lutheran Faith and was a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Livermore as a youngster. Larry was a 1969 Twin Rivers High School graduate and a
1971 Iowa Central Community College graduate, attending on the Eagle Grove campus.
Larry married Phyllis Madison on March 18, 1972, in Goldfield. To this union, two children,
Traci and Mike were born. Later on, an adult daughter, Tracy, was welcomed into their
family.
Larry was employed in the insurance industry for over 40 years, retiring from the
Pharmacists Mutual Insurance Company in 2017. Former insurance companies he worked
for were the Ohio Casualty Group, and Economy Fire and Casualty. While employed with
Ohio Casualty, Larry served on the catastrophe team, working on such events as
Hurricane Andrew and others.
Larry’s interests included motorcycles, classic cars, golf, men’s slow-pitch softball, and
traveling with Phyllis to Ohio nearly every summer to attend a family reunion. Larry’s main
interest, however, was his own family. He took great pride in teaching them to have a good
work ethic, teaching them handyman skills, and was willing to help them with most any

project. Larry never forgot what his grandparents did for him, and always wanted to “be
there” for his own grandchildren. Larry also took interest in the local community, serving on
the Dakota City town council from 1982-1989. He became a member of Faith United
Methodist Church in Humboldt where he served on the trustees and the staff-parish
committee. Larry was well known for speaking his mind, but also for being a loyal friend.
Larry is survived by his wife, Phyllis; his children, Traci Tille (Michael Clay) of Humboldt,
Mike and Michelle (Ferneau) Torkelson of Prairie Village, Kansas and Tracy Lambert of
Hillsborough, New Jersey; grandchildren: Luke (Becky McPeak), Kayla, Stella, Aidan,
Zachary, Madelyn, Billy, Krista, Hunter; great-granddaughters, Kinzlee and Gracelyn. He is
also survived by his siblings, Allen Torkelson of Wichita, Kansas, Leroy Kleveland of Joice,
Lynn Kleveland of Scarville, Darlene McElroy of Augusta, Georgia and Bobbi Franks of
Wooster, Ohio. He was preceded in death by his parents; grandparents; two sisters, Judy
and Lea and his very special aunt and uncle, Harold and Lois Johnson.
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Visitation

09:00AM - 11:00AM

Faith United Methodist Church, Humboldt
311 1st Ave North, Humboldt, IA, US, 50548

JAN
25

Celebration of Life 11:00AM - 11:45AM
Faith United Methodist Church, Humboldt
311 1st Ave North, Humboldt, IA, US, 50548

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Lentz Funeral Home - January 24 at 05:57 PM

“

I send my sincerest condolences to Larry's family. From the video I can see he has left a
great legacy in his wife, children and grandchildren. And his gift to medical science will be
its own legacy.
To your love and honor,
Christine Hoyt,
Twin Rivers class of '69
C Hoyt - January 30 at 11:10 AM

“

Dear Traci and family, Sometimes it's hard not to wish for one more day, one more
word, one more chance to say goodbye, but you can rest assured that you were a joy
to your Dad and he was immensely proud of you. We can see that his goodness lives
on through you and your family. Our deepest sympathies for your loss. Sending
comforting thoughts and lots of love your way.
Your Aloette of KC family,
Cheri, Steve, Nancy, Doug
and Aloette Sisters

Cheri Dougherty - January 25 at 08:52 AM

“

Phyllis & Family, Our deepest sympathy to you on the loss of Larry. I was so glad we
got the chance to get better acquainted through the Extended Reunions we've had. It
has helped to have the site created on Facebook which does give us a connection to
family. He is too young but we also lost one just recently in Osmund's family which
was Mark Brunsvold. He was married to my first cousin, Marsha (Torkelson)
Brunsvold and about the same age as Larry. I am sure you will have the support of
your immediate family and also the friends that live close by. That is very important. I
of course knew Larry's siblings as my parents were very good friends with Leonard &
Pauline Kleveland and I know some of Larry's siblings lived with them. May you feel
the comfort, love, and strength as you move forward and deal with his loss. Speaking
from experience it leaves a void that is so hard to fill and deal with but may it be

overshadowed by the countless memories you have of Larry over the years! We look
forward to that "Great Reunion" that awaits all of us. We will definitely hold you in our
thoughts & prayers!
Love In Christ,
Warren & Margaret Torkelson

Warren Torkelson - January 24 at 05:55 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Larry Torkelson.

January 24 at 01:51 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Larry Torkelson.

January 23 at 09:07 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Larry Torkelson.

January 23 at 08:58 AM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Larry Torkelson.

January 22 at 08:55 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Larry Torkelson.

January 22 at 11:18 AM

“

Larry was young the same age that My Husband was when he died. Phyllis it's hard
for him to be gone, thankfully you have a close knit family. Love his pictures with all
His Grand & Great Kids, didn't know He had soo many.
I pray for you each night , I feel that you are a strong Lady. Remember all the times
you had with Larry. You would ride the Harley to places.You can always vent to me ,
I've been through it 14 years ago , I just have my 2 kitties with me. My kids are all
gone, Daughter in OR, Son in Ohio, My oldest Son just moved to Lansing,Mi. I do
have several friends & eat out with them, I also live in a senior comminuty . Love &
prayers for you. Dianne.

Dianne boyd - January 21 at 05:14 PM

“

Sending you all hugs and prayers as you travel thru this difficult time! I loved the fact
that he loved his vehicles and always seemed like a kid at heart! Such a big heart!
You were all blessed and also us that got to know him! RIP Kind Larry!

Thola Satern - January 21 at 11:31 AM

“

Phyllis and family, So very sorry to learn of Larry's passing, he will be deeply missed
by all of you! Our thoughts and prayers are with you as you go through this difficult
time. May your many good memories bring much comfort and peace. He is now in
the loving arms of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. God speed Friendship and love
Jill (Sadie)Sorensen and family

Jill (Sadie) Sorensen - January 20 at 04:10 PM

“

Smith Spires Peddy Hamilton & Coleman, P.C. purchased the Peaceful White Lilies
Basket for the family of Larry Torkelson.

Smith Spires Peddy Hamilton & Coleman, P.C. - January 20 at 11:38 AM

“

We will miss Larry so much --- we've had many fun times with Larry & Phyllis --meals together, cards & games & lots of laughs! We met P & L when Larry & Roland
were on the church softball team. Phyllis & I would sit in the stands and cheer for our
guys! Phyllis & I have a love for southern gospel music & our spouses have always
supported our mania! It was fun when the four of us went to concerts together. Larry
was the most generous person I know --- he'd do anything for anyone -- there were
no limits! Connie R.

Connie Roghair - January 17 at 07:35 PM

“

Phyllis and family, I am so very sorry for your loss. Larry was such a kind, generous,
and loving soul who will truly be missed.
Renee Graves (PhMIC)

Renee Graves - January 17 at 04:43 PM

“

To Larry's family: I was very saddened to hear of his passing. We used to work
together and I always enjoyed our time collaborating on various projects. He always
had a smile and a kind word for me. May he rest in peace...….

Kris - January 17 at 09:51 AM

“

Sending all our Prayers and Sympathy to You All...
Joy & Steve Christensen

Joy and Steve Christensen - January 16 at 11:06 PM

“

Love you grandpa

Krista Demeter - January 16 at 04:26 PM

