Ruth Briggs
February 21, 1923 - September 24, 2016

Ruth Briggs, age 93, of Algona, passed away on Saturday September 24, 2016 at the
Muse Norris Hospice Inpatient Unit in Mason City. Mass of the Christian Burial will be
10:30 AM Saturday at St. Cecelia Catholic Church in Algona, with Rev. Ed Girres
celebrating. Private family burial will be in East Lawn Cemetery in Algona. Visitation will be
9:30 AM until service time Saturday at the church.
Ruth was born on February 21, 1923 to Ben and Rose Hansen in LeMars, Iowa. She
received her education at St. Catherine’s School in Oyens, Iowa and Remsen High
School. She moved to Whittemore, Iowa in 1939 and helped her family farm. In 1943, she
married Harold Wehrspan at the Air Force Base in Laredo, Texas. To their union, they
raised 4 daughters, Barbara, Beverly, Bonnie and Betty. Harold passed away in November
of 1972. Ruth married Dale Briggs in November of 1975 at the Little Brown Church in
Nashua, Iowa. They resided in Fenton and McAllen, Texas and Algona. Dale passed away
in 2004. Ruth enjoyed golfing, fishing, playing cards, baking and going to the Casino. She
loved flowers and cooking and was quick to share her baked goods with anyone. She
volunteered at the hospital in McAllen, Texas and also at the Kossuth Regional Health
Center. Ruth loved her family very much.
Left to cherish Ruth’s memory are her daughters, Barb and Larry Riley of Greenfield, Bev
and Terry Juhl of Hansell, Bonnie Hartman of Algona and Betty Stark of Franklin, TN; 2
step children, Dale and Joann Briggs of Algona and Lester Briggs; 14 grandchildren; 25
great grandchildren; a sister, Rosemary Chambers; and 2 brothers, Wayne and Vic
Hansen. She was preceded in death by her parents; husbands; 2 sisters; 4 brothers; 2
son-in-laws and 2 great grandchildren.
Memorials may be made in Ruth’s name and directed to Hospice of North Iowa.
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Comments

“

Condolences to the Briggs family. Our thoughts and prayers go out to your whole
family. Psalms 147:3 says God, "heals the broken hearted, and binds up their
wounds." May God bring you comfort and peace.

Williams Family - November 09, 2016 at 10:24 AM

“

Sincerely, Cathy Reel and family purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the
family of Ruth Briggs.

Sincerely, Cathy Reel and family - September 28, 2016 at 07:14 PM

“

Dear Bev, Bonnie, Barb and Betty,
The world has lost a beautiful person. Ruth was such a special friend. I always had
so much fun with her and looked up to her as a role model. She was so generous,
loving and such a great baker!. I first met Ruth when we lived in the same apartment
complex. I would usually stop by after work for a visit. We had fun organizing a
summer potluck picnic so we could get to know our neighbors. We also would invite
our neighbors and friends to a cookie exchange held at Ruth's during the Christmas
season and take any left overs to one of the nursing homes.
When I moved to Phoenix Ruth was able to come for a visit. She was so excited
when she learned I would take her to the to the Grand Canyon. She had such a great
time. She also baked cookies with my grandchildren and enjoyed meeting my new
friends.
I was recently back In Algona in August and was able to have Ruth attend a
luncheon, because her daughter Bev was so kind to make arrangements for her
transportation.. It would be the last time we would spend together.
Ruth will always have a special place in my heart. I always called her my friend and
my adopted mom! I miss her.
Love,
Cathy Reel

Cathy Reel - September 28, 2016 at 06:35 PM

“

Barb,Bev,Bonnie,Betty.Sorry for the loss of your mother.She was a big part of our
lives back in the day of the farm.Your parents were Great Friends to our family.Those
days served you well in the lives you are living.She will be missed.All the memories
will live on.The Borchardts.

Vaughn Borchardt - September 28, 2016 at 06:12 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Ruth was a very special lady. Harris and Betty Harms

Betty Harms - September 27, 2016 at 07:08 PM

“

So sorry for your family's loss even when your ready it's so hard to say goodbye. I
have fond memories of your mom. Her cooking especially. Her garden even when
she had very little dirt she could grow flowers. I believe there is a party in heaven
with them all dancing to big band music and country. Thinking of each of you. God
Bless you all. Theresa Murphy

Theresa Murphy - September 26, 2016 at 07:14 PM

“

Bev, Terry, and all Ruth's family,
I was very saddened to see the Lord took your mother home, Although she is free of
pain, and in Heaven where she wanted to be, she will certainly be missed by all her
family and friends. I feel so blessed to have known her for several years, and have
very much enjoyed our friendship, and time together. She was such an energetic,
fun-loving lady, who enjoyed life and doing for others! It was so fun to see her eyes
light up when she would see me! My overnight visits and late night talks after the
jams were so fun. She was a wonderful baker, and her cookies were delicious! She
continued to want to paint, and get ready for another jam, even after having pain and
being down for awhile. Ruth was a real trooper in so many ways! Bev, you have been
so good to be there for your mom, and I know she very much appreciated it. I feel
badly I won't be able to go to her funeral as I will be in Fremont, Nebraska, leaving
Friday morning. You will be in my thoughts and prayers! Blessed be Ruth's memory!

Mary Franzen - September 26, 2016 at 06:47 PM

“

Bonnie, and all the rest of you, our sympathy to each of you. I met your Ruth, March
of 2013. We had a house fire and lived for 6 months in the apartment building on Elm
Street. I want you to know that she was a wonderful neighbor to us and made our
time there the best it could be under the circumstances. She was very understanding
of our teenage boy and his friends. I always looked forward to coming home from
work and if she was outside, I would sit and visit with her on her carpeted deck .I
believe she always offered me tea...I always said I needed something stronger. As
you know she was a wonderful baker and my family was treated to chocolate chip
cookies, multiple types of bars often.Her banana bars were out of this world!! The
frosting on them..oh my..delicious. She even made several big batches of them for
me to share at MY family reunion. I treasure my times spent visiting with her. She
was a wonderful woman, gracious and kind hearted and I'm so glad our paths
crossed in this lifetime. She also had the wonderful knack of making plants GROW
and bloom. I'm sorry I will be out of town this weekend and unable to attend her
service. May she rest eternally in peace. God tender touch and hugs to all of you.
Sue, Dean and Andrew Lallier

Sue Lallier - September 26, 2016 at 04:22 PM

“

Ruth's family, We were so sorry to read of your loss. What a lady she was and know
you have many wonderful memories to treasure! I always enjoyed seeing Ruth at the
hospital and Dave did too at Jack's. Thinking of you all and keeping you in our
prayers.

Dave & Sandi Markla - September 26, 2016 at 11:05 AM

“

I am so sorry to see Ruth's passing. She was such a joy to be around. May God
grant you all strength and comfort. I am sure she is tending a big flower garden in
heaven.
Twylla Baker

Twylla Baker - September 25, 2016 at 07:40 AM

