Sandra Christiansen
October 10, 1940 - February 21, 2016

Sandra J. (Tripp) Christiansen, 75 of Algona passed away Sunday, February 21, 2016 at
Mercy Medical Center in Sioux City surrounded by her family. A visitation for the public will
be from 1:00 – 2:30 pm, Thursday, February 25th at Lentz Funeral Home. Burial will be at
a later date.
Sandra was born October 10, 1940 in Kanawa, Iowa the daughter of Stanley E. and
Myrna L. (Hughes) Tripp. Sandra was employed with John Deere for over 40 years. Sandy
had a lifetime dream of graduating from college. Around the age of 50 Sandy began taking
college courses in addition to working full-time. She was a half-time student for ten years,
graduating from Briar Cliff College with a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting and Human
Resource Management.
Sandy enjoyed researching her family ancestry, reading, growing plants inside and
outside, working on projects at her home, and spending time with her grandchildren. She
also enjoyed traveling and went on several cruises. Her favorite was the Panama Canal
cruise. In her travels, she especially loved her time in Hawaii, visiting the Pearl Harbor
Memorial. She made two trips to Washington, DC, visiting the Vietnam Memorial when it
was new and the second time when the Korean War Memorial was new. She never made
it back to see the World War II Memorial, which was a dream of hers.
Years ago, Sandy read an article in the Algona paper about volunteering. She kept the
article and periodically ran across it. She made a commitment to herself that when she
retired, she was going to be a volunteer. She was a very dedicated volunteer, never
wanting to miss her scheduled times to work at the Kossuth County Hospital and the
Auxillary, the Care Team, Thanksgiving dinners at St. Cecilias, and and numerous other
causes. Sandra also was very active in politics and went to the Democratic State
Convention as a delegate. A meaningful saying she liked was “There is less traffic on the
extra mile”. Sandy always went the extra mile.
Survivors include her children: Julie and husband Steve Elbert of Sioux City, Angela

(Lane) Neuman and husband Jonathan of Jacksonville, NC, and Ben Blekfeld of Chicago,
IL; grandchildren: Sophia and Giovanni Kaduce, Samuel, Olivia, Sadie, Noah, and Isaac
Elbert, and Faith, Grace, Levi, William, Joshua, Canaan, and Isaiah Neuman; brothers:
Vance and wife Gloria Tripp of Kanawha, IA, Dennis and wife Micki Tripp of Muscatine, IA,
and Dean Tripp of Ames, IA; sisters: Marcia (Tripp) Larson of Forrest City, IA, and Sheila
(Tripp) Marzen of Algona, IA; a special daughter in law Karyn Fenske of Algona, IA; and
numerous nieces and nephews who were all very loved. She was preceded in death by
her parents and brother in law Franklin Larson.
Memorials can be directed to Holy Spirit Retirement Home in Sioux City, Iowa or The Care
Team in Algona, Iowa.
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Comments

“

Sharon Elbert lit a candle in memory of Sandra Christiansen

Sharon Elbert - February 25, 2016 at 03:08 PM

“

God Bless you, Love Kathi Fenske and Jimmy Hong purchased the Country Basket
Blooms for the family of Sandra Christiansen.

God Bless you, Love Kathi Fenske and Jimmy Hong - February 25, 2016 at 10:13 AM

“

Sandy was a rare woman of strength, resilience, courage and beauty. She had
"strong shoulders" a beautiful smile, and the biggest heart full of love and care! She
was a loyal and amazing person. We were blessed to know and love her, and she
will be forever in our hearts!
Love and God Bless,
Kathi and Jimmy Hong

Kathi Fenske-Hong - February 25, 2016 at 09:41 AM

“

Karyn Fenske sent a virtual gift in memory of Sandra Christiansen

Karyn Fenske - February 24, 2016 at 07:57 PM

“

I knew Sandy all my life, and she gave me the book that inspired me to learn to read
as a child. The world is darker for her passing. Rest in peace Sandy, and my
condolences to her loved ones.
Andrew Hefty

Andrew Hefty - February 24, 2016 at 04:08 PM

“

We are very sorry in the loss of your Mom. You girls have always had a special place
in our hearts from the time you were little. We are sorry not to be able to see you but
please know your are in our thoughts and prayers. Treasure your good memories
and she will be in your hearts forever.
Dave and Sandi Markla

Dave and Sandi Markla - February 24, 2016 at 03:14 PM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Sandra Christiansen.

February 24, 2016 at 08:07 AM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of Sandra Christiansen.

February 23, 2016 at 03:14 PM

“

Julie, Steve and family;
Condolences from the Fort Dodge staff of Catholic Charities. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you at this time.

Catholic Charities - February 23, 2016 at 02:47 PM

“

Mary Kuhlmann lit a candle in memory of Sandra Christiansen

Mary Kuhlmann - February 23, 2016 at 02:17 PM

“

Karyn Fenske sent a virtual gift in memory of Sandra Christiansen

Karyn Fenske - February 23, 2016 at 01:54 AM

“

Karyn Fenske lit a candle in memory of Sandra Christiansen

Karyn Fenske - February 23, 2016 at 01:45 AM

